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WINTER/1981 


A SALUTE TO OUR MEMBERS 


The Connecticut Chapter, like the parent Conser- 
vancy, is successful for many reasons. Prime among 
them is that we have a corps of selfless volunteers who 
give time, or money, or gifts of land, or some of each. 
Without them there would be no program of acquisition, 
no stewardship, no research—in short, no Conservancy. 
As we begin 1981, we on the staff want to say thank you 
for the privilege of working with you. 

We want simultaneously to offer thanks to the count- 
less members we never see. You are rarely acknowl- 
edged for your significant contributions to the work of the 
Conservancy. You pay your dues, perhaps you respond 
to our appeals, perhaps you now and again visit a pre- 
serve. By way of appreciation we send you a stilted form 
letter and entreat you to continue your commitment to 
conservation. Such threadbare appreciation is, of course, 
the only practical way to communicate with thousands of 
members. But we want you to know that despite the 
blandness of those letters, or the impersonality of the 
crisply printed words in this column, our thanks are sin- 
cere. 

You are citizens of the Conservancy. You continue to 
make possible a very respectable agenda of accom- 
plishments in conservation. You have helped preserve 
endangered species of plants and animals, you have 
helped retain critical habitats, you have saved from de- 
velopment some of Connecticut's most beautiful terrain. 
And you have done so almost anonymously and without 
asking for anything in return. 

Last, we salute the members who are no longer with us 
but whose altruism is very much alive. These people, 
through their wills, have bequeathed money or land. Oth- 
ers, through the selflessness of their heirs, have been 
memorialized, and contributions honoring them have come 
to the Conservancy. The Chapter has several programs 
of posthumous giving (see back page), and we would be 
pleased to inform you of them. We think there are few 
more appropriate ways to see that the personal and un- 
speakable sadness of death yields a living benefit for all. 

So, members and friends, a heartfelt thanks to you. We 
look forward to another productive year in partnership 


Mun. Ol¢m— 


W. Kent Olson 
Executive Director 
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CHAPTER RECEIVES $26,000 GRANT 


The trustees are pleased to announce that the Con- 
necticut Chapter has received a grant of $26,320 from 
the Carolyn Foundation, Minneapolis, Minnesota. The 
grant will go entirely to the Land Trust Service Bureau 
(LTSB). 

The grant is tantamount to national recognition that 
many issues concerning land preservation in municipali- 
ties can best be solved by groups of local citizens. The 
grant increases the chances that the Chapter can find 
suitable local land trusts to hold and manage gifts of land 
that the Conservancy itself cannot acquire. As the Chap- 
ter concentrates on lands of high ecological significance, 
we do not want to forget about valuable open space. 

The Carolyn Foundation grant will also help the LTSB 
to coordinate the 77 land trusts in Connecticut. Director 
Suzi Wilkins is developing a manual outlining methods for 
acquisition. With the addition of the Carolyn grant, the 
Chapter has on hand 88 percent of the total amount 
needed to operate the Land Trust Service Bureau for the 
next two years. 


We extend our deepest appreciation to the trustees of 
the Carolyn Foundation. 


WELCOME! 
Connecticut's 
1980 Life Members 


Individuals contributing $1,000 or more in membership 
dues become Life Members of The Nature Conservancy. 
The Hon. James L. Buckley: Ms. Jane T. Muhlethaler 
Mr. W. Sheffield Cowles Mrs. Ellen D. Preston 
Ms. Ruth Lord Mr. Seymour R. Smith 


LAND TRUST SERVICE BUREAU 


Land Trust Service Bureau activities continue apace. 
Suzi Wilkins, LTSB Director; Roger Koontz, legal counsel: 
and the Advisory Committee are all hard at work on the 
operational handbook. Designed to aid the 77 local Con- 
necticut trusts, the handbook should be available late 
this Spring for distribution. A series of regional work- 
shops will be held at that time to acquaint the trusts with 
the handbook. 

On April 4th, the Service Bureau, in conjunction with 
the Housatonic Valley Association, will host a public con- 
ference on “Creative Land Management, Development 
and Protection.’ Noted land use speakers from New 
England will participate in the day-long event in the Hart- 
ford area. For additional information and reservations, 
please contact Suzi Wilkins at 344-9867. 

In addition, the Service Bureau continues to assist in- 
dividual trusts on problems with land acquisition as well 
as membership motivation and to work with communities 
investigating trust formation. 


LAND GIFTS ENLARGE LORD’S 
COVE, TURTLE CREEK PRESERVES 


Three generous donors have made additions to two 
preserves flanking the Connecticut River. Mrs. Chester 
Bowles has added another “13 undivided interest in the 
90-acre Turtle Creek Wildlife Sanctuary in Essex and Old 
Saybrook. Mr. Valentine Chamberlain and his neighbor, 
Mrs. Leontine Harrower, gave a total of 13 acres in Lyme. 
The combined land completes the protection for the most 
northerly extent of tidal wetlands draining into Lord's 
Creek and increases Lord's Cove Preserve to 143 acres. 

The entire Conservancy extends its appreciation to 
these individuals. 


KH Existing Preserve 


(M0 1980 Addition 


Lord’s Cove 
Preserve 


Turtle 
Creek 
Wildlife 
Sanctuary 
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RIVER WALK IN NOVEMBER 
A GREAT SUCCESS 


A thin mantle of snow had covered the northwest cor- 
ner of Connecticut a few days prior to our planned No- 
vember 22nd walk along the Housatonic River in Kent. 
We were delighted to see a crowd of about 25 assemble, 
all eager for a four-mile hike. 

The walk, led by Ralph Goodno of the Housatonic Val- 
ley Association, followed one of the loveliest sections of 
The Appalachian Trail in Connecticut. Running along the 
river bank, the trail leads past old cellar holes and through 
dark hemlock stands. A scenic easement along the trail 
was donated to the Conservancy by The Stanley Works 
of New Britain. 
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WINKY WRIGHT STEPS DOWN 
AS MASTER PLAN COORDINATOR 


The trustees and staff join in offering a special thank 
you to Winky Wright, who began working with the Con- 
servancy two years ago as the Chapter’s Master Plan Co- 
ordinator. This “part time” position fast became a full time 
responsibility. She was extremely effective in her position 
working with Chapter volunteers in formulating master 
plans for most of Connecticut’s preserves. Winky leaves 
with 50 master plans to her credit, the largest number 
completed by any Conservancy office. 

Winky has not announced her plans for the future. 
Whatever they may be, we wish her well. 


PHOTOS NEEDED BY CHAPTER 


The Connecticut Chapter seeks donations or loans of 
quality photographs or illustrations for inclusion in our 
photo/art file. When appropriate, these will be used in our 
publications, with credit given to the photographer or art- 
ist. Of particular use would be photographs of TNC pre- 
serves and individual animals or plants. Photos or illus- 
trations of other natural settings would also be helpful, 
particularly if they are clearly seasonal. 

It is desirable, though not necessary, that the photo- 
graphs be black and white, glossy, and enlarged. Each 
photo or drawing should be identified by subject, pho- 
tographer/artist, and date. 

Although we cannot promise that all photos or artwork 
would be used, all submissions are serious candidates 
for publication. Your generous donation of creative ener- 
gies will be greatly helpful and deeply appreciated. 


WITH APPRECIATION TO 
CHAPTER’S NEW ACORNS—1980 


Individuals become an Acorn by donating $100 or 


more annually, supplemental to membership dues. 


Mr. Charles C. Abbott 

Mrs. V. Ardenghi 

Mr. Austin D. Barney, III 

Mr. John E. Barrett 

Mr. Ernest Bigelow 

Mrs. Max F. Brevillier 

Mr. and Mrs. Theodore R. Burghart 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Chapman 
Miss Julie Collins (Honorary) 

Mr. Matthew Costigan 

Mrs. Sumner Crosby, Sr. 

Mr. and Mrs. John N. Daley 

Mr. and Mrs. T. F. Gilroy Daly 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. Faggioli 
Mr. Edward J. Foote 

Mrs. David Gamble 

Gordon and Shelley Geballe 

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Gengler 


Mr. George H. Gilman, Jr. 

Dr. and Mrs. E. F. Hecklau 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Hewat 
Mrs. Philip Hewes 

Miss Nelly Hurley (Honorary) 
Mrs. Barbara R. Kashanski 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Krieble 
Mrs. L. H. Lohman 

Mr. and Mrs. Worth Loomis 
Mr. and Mrs. William D. Lyon 
Mr. and Mrs. L. Thomas Melly 
Mr. Charles Miller 

Mr. and Mrs. William D. Ross 
Mr. Nicholas Schaus 

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Smart, Jr. 
Mrs. Claire Stacom 

Mr. and Mrs. Orville M. Tice 
Mr. Charles D. Wright 


We would like to take this opportunity to also thank the 
many individuals—too numerous to name—who re- 
newed their support as Acorns in 1980. 
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New Office Manager, Polly Wildermuth 


POLLY WILDERMUTH TAKES OVER 
FROM JANET BECHTEL 
AS NEW OFFICE MANAGER 


Janet Bechtel recently left the employ of the Chapter 
after two years as Office Manager. In that innocuous 
sounding position, Janet became chief organizer of the 
Conservancy's daily affairs and a model of managerial 
efficiency. A partial list of her responsibilities includes 
handling Chapter finances, planning the yearly budget, 
coordinating membership recruitment, and editing From 
the Land. Despite the large work load, Janet responded 
with equanimity to everything asked of her. Her tact, 
good cheer, and faithfulness to Conservancy objectives 
made her a first-rate contributor to the organization. 

Janet left in order to have her first child, Katharine Eliz- 
abeth, born January 3, 1981. She and her husband, Jim, 
live in Higganum. The trustees and staff of the Conser- 
vancy wish them all well. 

Simultaneously the Conservancy welcomes Polly Wild- 
ermuth of Lyme, who recently began as the Chapter's 
new Office Manager. Polly earned a degree in conserva- 
tion from the University of Michigan in 1973 and was for 
five years Executive Secretary for Save-the-Redwoods 
League, San Francisco, California. The League is a 
55,000-member non-profit organization that, like TNC, 
acquires land for preservation. 
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WINTER HIKE PLANNED AT 
ROCK SPRING WILDLIFE REFUGE 


Come to Scotland! 

The Connecticut Chapter will sponsor its winter walk 
on the last day of February, Saturday the 28th, at 10:30 
a.m. at Rock Spring Wildlife Refuge in Scotland, Con- 
necticut. Rain, snow or shine. 

The preserve includes some of the most beautiful sce- 
nery in Connecticut. We will park high above the Little 
River and walk out to an overlook with a wide view of 
northeastern Connecticut. Those who go no farther may 
return to the warmth of a house and cocoa. 

For the heartier crew, we shall continue, under the 
leadership of Ed Rufleth—long-time resident of the area, 
to descend to the river, to wander through old fields and 
along sandy glacial eskers, and to enjoy fully the beauty 
of the Wildlife Refuge. 

Bring a picnic; we'll provide the cocoa, doughnuts, 
and a warm house, thanks to David Shoemaker, donor of 
Rock Spring. Please call the office (344-0716) by Thurs- 
day afternoon, February 26th. We must limit the group to 
30 people, so please phone as early as possible. 

Directions: From Willimantic go East on Route 14 through 
Windham to Scotland. Continue on Routes 14 and 97 to- 
wards Westminster. Go left (north) on Route 97. Continue 
for 1.5 miles (before reaching the Hampton town line) 
and park in the field to the right. If there’s too much snow, 
we'll solve the problem somehow. See map. 


Hampton 


Westminster 
Windham 


SCOTLAND 


Norwich 


DIRECTIONS TO ROCK SPRING 


BEQUEST AND MEMORIAL GIVING 
TO THE CONNECTICUT CHAPTER 


The Connecticut Chapter has received numerous con- 
tributions in memory of members or friends. Some fami- 
lies prefer memorial gifts in lieu of flowers. Families may 


simply ask in the obituary that contributions be sent to 
The Nature Conservancy, Connecticut Chapter, P.O. Box 
MMM, Wesleyan Station, Middletown, Connecticut 06457. 
The Chapter acknowledges each gift and informs the 
family of each donation. From time to time, names of peo- 
ple honored by memorial contributions appear in From 
the Land. 

A family wishing to establish a permanent memorial 
fund in the name of the member or friend of the Conser- 
vancy can receive information by writing the office. 

Members and friends can also name The Nature Con- 
servancy, Connecticut Chapter in their wills. For sample 
language and other information on posthumous giving, 
please write the Chapter office. 


SPECIAL THANKS TO STATE'S 
HONORARY MEMBERS FOR LIFE 


The Board of Governors of The Nature Conservancy 
recently elected to Honorary Membership for Life all do- 
nors who have made outright gifts of natural land to The 
Nature Conservancy. It is our pleasure to join the national 
office in giving public recognition to the Connecticut 
members of this group whose generosity is a very signifi- 
cant element in the Conservancy's continuing success. 

The list which follows is intended to include all such liv- 
ing donors in Connecticut whose gifts have been re- 
corded through December 31, 1980. The list has been 
carefully compiled; however it spans three decades; and 
some errors may be included. We will be glad to have 


them brought to our attention. 


Dr. Robert G. Albion 

Mr. and Mrs. William Alquist 
Mrs. Frank Altschul 

Mrs. Anna S. Ambler 

Miss Elizabeth R. Ambler 

Mrs. Jean C. Bacon 

Mr. and Mrs. Geoffrey Baker 
Mrs. Gertrude W. Barney 

Mrs. Miriam W. Bell 

Miss Alison G. Blagden 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Bond 

Mrs. Chester Bowles 

Mr. Ernest G. Brown 

Mr. George M. Bryce 

Mrs. Cora W. Burlingham 

Mr. Frank S. Butterworth 

Mr. Frank E. Calhoun 

Mr. Valentine B. Chamberlain, III 
Mr. Richard F. Cooper 

Mr. Stanley M. Cooper 

Mrs. Warren M. Creamer 

Mrs. Bethia S. Currie 

Mr. and Mrs. Gene G. Curry 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald S. Curtis 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles J. R. Davis 
Mrs. Arthur B. Dayton, Sr. 

Mr. Calvin Duke 

Dr. Frank E. Egler 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas D. Ferguson 
Mr. and Mrs. Chamberlain Ferry 
Mrs. Torsten Forsberg 

Mrs. H. Lincoln Foster 

Mrs. Elsie B. French 

Mrs. Thomas A. Gaines 

Mrs. Cynthia Anne Gibson 

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard F. Gimbel 
Mrs. Reynolds Girdler 

Mrs. Effie Goodwin 

Dr. and Mrs. Richard H. Goodwin 
Dr. and Mrs. Matthew Griswold 


Mr. and Mrs. William E. S. Griswold, Jr. 


Mrs. Leontine Harrower 

Mr. Norman Harrower, Jr. 

Mrs. Joseph G. Horne 

Mr. and Mrs. Howard E. Houston 
Mrs. A. C. Howell 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Huber 

Dr. John M. Ide 


Mrs. Walter E. Irving 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Kisluk 

Mr. George O. Knapp, II 

Miss Edith Lefebvre 

Mr. Kingsley T. Leighton 

Mrs. John J. Lenhart 

Mrs. Charles A. Lindbergh 
Mrs. Kenneth P. Littauer 

Miss Elizabeth A. Livingston 
Miss Helen H. Livingston 

Mrs. Dan W. Lufkin 

Mr. David H. Malmfelat 

Dr. David C. Marshall 

Mr. and Mrs. John E. Marsland 
Mr. John J. McCloy 

Mrs. Samuel W. Meek 

Mr. Henry K. Metcalf 

Mr. |. H. Wisner Miller, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles J. Mills 
Mrs. Frances J. Miner 

Mr. John F. B. Mitchell 

Mr. David Mixter 

Mrs. Stephen E. Nelson 

Mr. Herbert L. Nichols 

Dr. and Mrs. William A. Niering 
Mrs. Thomas F. Oakes 

Mr. and Mrs. King L. Parker 
Mrs. H. Harvey Pike 

Mr. Gustavus D. Pope 

Mrs. Ellen D. Preston 

Mr. Joseph Reed, Jr. 

Mrs. Augusta McL. Robinson 
Mr. William E. Rudel 

Mrs. Caleb L. Scott 

Mrs. Ann Shellenberger 

Mrs. John W. Sheppard 

David O. and Vanda M. Shoemaker 
Mrs. Charles Slaughter 

Mr. Leavenworth P. Sperry, Jr. 
Mr. Mark L. Sperry, |! 

Mrs. Frank Sprole 

Mrs. Paul T. Stubing 

Mr. and Mrs. James P. Warburg 
Mr. Roderick Washburn 

Mr. Frederick L. Way 

Mrs. Alita D. Weaver 

Mr. Bethuel M. Webster 

Miss Elizabeth W. White 


